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Paper A5 
Terms of Reference for  
Ministries Committee 
Business Committee 
 
Basic information  
Contact name and  
email address 

The Revd Mary Thomas 
dso-s@urcwessex.org.uk 
Nicola Furley-Smith 
nicola.furley-smith@urc.org.uk 

Action required Decision. 
Draft resolution(s) Resolution 2 

General Assembly adopts the Terms of Reference for the 
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Ministries Committee Terms of Reference 
 
Committee Ministries. 

Convenor Appointed by General Assembly. 

Secretary Secretary for Ministries. 

Ex Officio members General Secretary 
Deputy General Secretary (Discipleship) 
Past Moderator of General Assembly 
Moderator of General Assembly 
Moderator-Elect of General Assembly.  

General Assembly appointed 
members 

Four members with experience of the ministries of the 
Church (two lay and two ordained); a Synod 
Moderator; convenor of the Accreditations (CRCW & 
SCM) sub-committee; convenor of the Assessment 
Board; the Advocate for Leadership in Worship; 
convenor Maintenance of the Ministries sub-
committee; convenor of Retired Ministers’ Housing 
sub-committee. 
 

Length of term Initial terms of four years, which may be extended for 
a further term. 

In attendance when required 
(to cover their areas of 
expertise) 

Secretary for Education and Learning 

Secretary for Children’s and Youth Work Committee 

Development Worker for CRCW & SCM. 

Minute Secretary PA to the Secretary for Ministries. 

Meeting frequency Four times per year (36 hours), in February, April, 
July, November. 

Sub-groups / sub-
committees 

Assessment Board; Accreditations (CRCW & SCM) 
sub-committee; Leadership in Worship  
sub-committee; Maintenance of the Ministries  
sub-committee; Retired Ministers’ Housing  
sub-Committee. 

Quoracy Six. 

Accountability and reporting 
duties
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• such other matters as may, from time to time, be allocated by the Ministries 
Committee.  

 
It meets four times per year: January (Residential), March, June and October. 

It reports to Ministries Committee four times a year. 

Assessment Board 
Functions of the Board: 

The Assessment Board has delegated authority from General Assembly for assessing 
candidates for ministry under function xxix of the General Assembly, as set out in the 
St
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• to encourage and enable the production or updating of guidelines, where appropriate 
• to arrange an annual Consultation for Advocates in cooperation with the  

Ministries Office 
• to encourage and enable networking between Advocates 
• developing an e-newsletter regarding training and development opportunities, ideas 

for events, resources, etc. 
 
It meets twice a year, in January and June, including the annual retreat / gathering of the 
Assembly Accredited Lay Preaching Advocates. 

It reports to Ministries Committee four times a year. 
 
Maintenance of the Ministries sub-committee  
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• appeal for donations and legacies from URC local churches and church members, 
through appeals based on resolutions to the URC General Assembly 

• appeal for RMHS Volunteer Overseers from the URC membership through General 
Assembly or 


