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Jesus commission and ascension

Bible reading
The Great Commission, Matthew 28:16-20 bit.ly/3u2sDoo

Ascension of Jesus, Luke 24:50-53 bit.ly/3OdV7Cr

Parable of the Great Banquet, Luke 14:15-24 bit.ly/491r20S

Bible video
•	 The Great Commission ï Kids Ablaze inc bit.ly/3vHSJxn
•	 Ascension of Jesus ï Loudmouth Pastor bit.ly/48HQkl3
•	 Parable of the Great Banquet - Kids Hub TV bit.ly/48AfGBb

Arrival activity

Ascension Craft
You will need a paper cup for each person, some string, a paper template of 
Jesus to colour in, and a cloud shape made of card. You may also want to use 
some cotton wool. Make a hole in the base of the cup that is just large enough 
for the string to pass through, then feed the string through. Glue or tape the 
cloud shape to the end of the string which is outside the cup – you might 

the cup to make it look cloudlike too. On the other end of the string, glue or 
tape your image of Jesus. Alternatively you could use a Lego person or pipe-
cleaner person and tie it to the string. Now you can re-enact the ascension, 
pulling on the cloud until Jesus disappears from sight (inside the cup).

Completion of this task could earn campers the ñGo out and beò badge.

Story

Jesus calls his disciples
Peter comes in, drops his rucksack on the þoor, and sit in a chair with a sigh, putting his feet up on 
the chair opposite. Mum hands him a cup of tea and pushes his feet off.
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Mum:  		 Honestly, Simon!

Peter: 	 Itôs Peter, mum. Nobody calls me Simon any more except you.

Mum: 		 Peter indeed! Youôll be telling me your nameôs Zebedee next.

Peter:  	 No, mum, thatôs James and John. Theyôre Zebedeeôs sons. The SONS OF 	
		  THUNDER (in a thundering voice- like a superhero movie)

Mum: 		 Sons of Thunder indeed! So, you go swanning off with that band of rufýans 	
		  for three years ï and then just walk in as though nothing had happened. 		
		  We�ve still got nets need mending, my lad!

Peter: 	 But mu..u..u..m. I gave up being a ýsherman to be a ýsher of men.  
		  Thatôs what Jesus called it.

Mum: 		 Fisher of men, indeed. That Jesus, heôs a downright trouble maker, by all 	  
		  accounts. Mrs Fisher down the road, she said that he was egging other 		
		  young men on to try walking on water and nearly got one half drowned.

Peter: 	 Actually, that was me and ...

Mum: 		 And Mrs Tattler at the hat shop, she said he had called the leaders in the 		
		  synagogue names and had vandalised the stalls in the temple. His parents 	
		  must be so ashamed.

Peter:  	 Actually, God his father is pretty proud of himé

Mum: 		 Godôs his father, indeed! Thatôll be why heôs making up stories like feeding 		
		  thousands of people with a few tuna sandwiches. He�ll get himself in trouble, 	
		  that boy.

Peter: 	 He did, mum. He was arrested and put to death.

Mum: 		 What? No! Surely not ...

Peter: 	 But it was amazing, mum. Three days later he came back to life. I met with 	
		  him and talked with him.

Mum: 		 Came back to life, indeed! So where is he now then? Wait, let me guess ...		
		  he�s a ghost! Oooooh!
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Peter: 	 No, mum. Not a ghost. A real live person. Not dead any more.

Mum: 		 You’ll be telling me he’ll be walking through that door any minute.

Peter: ��	 �1�R�����P�X�P�����,���Z�R�Q�¶�W�����%�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�H���D�P�D�]�L�Q�J���W�K�L�Q�J�����:�H���Z�H�U�H���X�S���R�Q���W�K�H��		
		  �P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���Z�L�W�K���K�L�P���M�X�V�W���\�H�V�W�H�U�G�D�\��

Mum: 		 Up to no good, no doubt.

Peter: 	 And he was telling us that he couldn’t stick around for ever on earth, but 		
		  would be with us for ever in heaven and through the Holy Spirit.

Mum:  		 I’m not having my son drinking spirits!

Peter: 	 Not that sort of spirit, mother! The clouds gathered around him and ...

Mum: 		 Don’t tell me he disappeared in a puff of smoke. You’re so gullible. He 		
		  probably hid behind a rock or something.

Peter: 	 No, as the clouds lifted, we saw him go up into heaven.

Mum: 		 �-�X�V�W���K�L�V���I�H�H�W���V�W�L�F�N�L�Q�J���G�R�Z�Q���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�O�R�X�G���D�V���L�W���Z�H�Q�W���X�S���L�Q���W�K�H���V�N�\���O�L�N�H���D�� 
 		  hot air balloon?

Peter: 	 Well, actually ...

Mum: 		 Straight up to heaven, leaving you on the ground with your necks bent 		
		  �E�D�F�N�����J�D�]�L�Q�J���X�S���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���V�N�\���O�L�N�H���\�R�X���Z�H�U�H���G�D�\�G�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J�"

Peter: 	 �7�K�D�W�¶�V���D�E�R�X�W���L�W�����+�H���Z�D�V���J�R�L�Q�J���E�D�F�N���W�R���K�L�V���I�D�W�K�H�U�����*�R�G�����D�Q�G���K�L�V�� 
 		  heavenly kingdom.

Mum: 		 �+�H�D�Y�H�Q�O�\���.�L�Q�J�G�R�P�����L�Q�G�H�H�G�����<�R�X���V�R�X�Q�G���O�L�N�H���\�R�X�¶�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���G�U�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�R�G�J�\��	
		  water. So now you come creeping back with your tail between your legs, 		
		  �K�R�S�L�Q�J���I�R�U���D���K�R�W���P�H�D�O���D�Q�G���D���E�H�G���D�Q�G���\�R�X�U���R�O�G���M�R�E���E�D�F�N���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�U���G�D�G���L�Q���W�K�H��	
		  �¿�V�K�L�Q�J���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�"

Peter: 	 �1�R�����D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\�����,�¶�P���M�X�V�W���K�H�U�H���I�R�U���D���F�K�D�Q�J�H���R�I���X�Q�G�H�U�Z�H�D�U���D�Q�G���W�R���¿�O�O���X�S���P�\���Z�D�W�H�U 
��		  �E�R�W�W�O�H�����,�¶�P���R�I�I���D�J�D�L�Q���L�Q���D���P�R�P�H�Q�W�����-�H�V�X�V���O�H�I�W���X�V���Z�L�W�K���D���M�R�E���W�R���G�R�����,�¶�P���D��		
		  �¿�V�K�H�U�P�D�Q���I�R�U���*�R�G�¶�V���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�����D�I�W�H�U���D�O�O��
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Parable
�%�H�I�R�U�H���Z�H���E�H�J�L�Q���R�X�U���V�W�R�U�\�����,���M�X�V�W���Q�H�H�G���W�R���R�S�H�Q���P�\���P�D�L�O�����7�K�L�V���H�Q�Y�H�O�R�S�H���D�U�U�L�Y�H�G�����D�G�G�U�H�V�V�H�G���W�R���P�H����
�D�Q�G���,���M�X�V�W���F�D�Q�¶�W���Z�D�L�W���W�R���R�S�H�Q���L�W���X�S���D�Q�G���O�R�R�N���L�Q�V�L�G�H�����,�V���L�W���D���O�H�W�W�H�U�����D���F�D�U�G�����D���E�L�O�O���S�H�U�K�D�S�V�"���<�R�X�¶�O�O���H�[�F�X�V�H��
me while I have a look.

�0�\�����R�K���P�\�����L�W�¶�V���D�Q���L�Q�Y�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����<�R�X���D�U�H���L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G�����L�W���V�D�\�V�����&�R�P�H���D�Q�G���M�R�L�Q���X�V�����)�R�R�G�����'�U�L�Q�N�����,�W�¶�V���S�D�U�W�\���W�L�P�H����
�5�6�9�3�����:�K�D�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���,���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�"���:�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���,���W�H�O�O���W�K�H�P�"���:�L�O�O���,���J�R���D�Q�G���M�R�L�Q���W�K�H�P���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q�"

�%�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���O�L�Q�H�V���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���L�Q���D�Q���L�Q�Y�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����Z�H���V�H�H���D���J�O�L�P�S�V�H���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�����$���S�H�U�V�R�Q��
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•	
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3.	 �3�O�D�F�H���D���Z�U�D�S���R�Q���D���S�O�D�W�H���D�Q�G���W�K�L�Q�O�\���V�S�U�H�D�G���L�W���Z�L�W�K���E�X�W�W�H�U���R�U���P�D�\�R�Q�Q�D�L�V�H���R�U���F�U�H�D�P���F�K�H�H�V�H���D�V��
preferred. 

4.	 �3�O�D�F�H���V�R�P�H���O�H�W�W�X�F�H���O�H�D�Y�H�V�����F�D�U�U�R�W�����F�X�F�X�P�E�H�U�����W�R�P�D�W�R�H�V���D�Q�G���S�H�S�S�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���P�L�G�G�O�H���W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H���D��
rainbow effect. 

5.	
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