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I srael and the Occupied Palestinian Territory, along with parts of Lebanon, the Sinai Peninsular in Egypt, 
western Jordan and south-western Syria, is often referred to as ‘the Holy Land’. This part of the world is 

important in several world religions and Jerusalem has a unique international status as it is a special place 
for Jews, Christians and Muslims. 

Israel is a Jewish state and the majority of people who live there are Jewish, 
but Christians and Muslims have also lived there for generations, as well as 
people of other faiths (or no faith). Most people who live in the Palestinian 
territory are Muslim; Christians have lived in Palestine since Christianity was 
born in the first century, but the number of Palestinian Christians is decreasing 
and now only 1-2% of Palestinians say they are Christian.

This part of the world is special to Jews as it is where Judaism began. The 
Hebrew Bible (which Christians call the Old Testament) contains many stories 
about people who lived in the Holy Land. It is often called the Promised Land 
as the Bible tells a story about how God led the Israelites out of slavery in 

Egypt to live in Canaan (the biblical name for the Holy Land). A temple was built 
in Jerusalem and the Ark of the Covenant was placed there. People believed 
that God lived in the temple and the Ark of the Covenant was a sign of God’s 
presence. The temple was destroyed when the Babylonians invaded in 587 BCE 
(Before the Common Era) and was later rebuilt. The second temple was destroyed 
by the Romans in 70 CE (Common Era). The Western Wall in Jerusalem is the one 
remaining wall of the second temple and today many Jews from across the world 
visit the Western Wall to pray. Some Jews hope that one day another temple will 
be built. 

For Christians, the Holy Land is important both because of its prominence in 
the Old Testament and because it is where Jesus spent his life. He was born in 
Bethlehem, lived in Galilee, died in Jerusalem, and is said 
to have ascended to heaven from the Mount of Olives near 

Bethany. There are many beautiful churches in the Holy Land. You can visit the Church 
of the Nativity in Bethlehem, which is where Jesus is said to have been born, or the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, where Jesus is said to have been crucified 
and buried. This is also where Pentecost took place which was the birth of the Church. 
Christians in the region provide us with a link to the earliest church communities.

Muslims believe that the Prophet Muhammed (peace be upon him) visited Jerusalem 
on Al-Burak, his winged horse. Jerusalem is the third holiest site in Islam, after Mecca 
and Medina. There 0 -1.8ne bibl soWusalem 






