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Preamble 

Following the failure in 1988 to achieve a sufficient majority to implement the Proposals for Unification 
of The Congregational Union of Scotland and The United Reformed Church in the United Kingdom, the 
Congregational Union of Scotland sought to maintain and foster relationships with the United Reformed 
Church, in 



Part 1 
9ntroduction 

The proposals for the union of the Congregational Union of Scotland and the United Reformed Church 
in the United Kingdom are offered by the] oint Negotiating Group in the context of the commitment of 
both denominations to seek further unions in England, Scotland and Wales. The union proposed in the 
following document is seen as a step on our journey towards the realization of the fullness of the unity 
of Christ's Church; it is intended to stimulate ecumenical progress, and not hinder our search for unity. 
The proposed Synod of and 



Part 2 
([he Proposal 

The proposal is to unite the Congregational Union of Scotland and the United Reformed Church in the 
United Kingdom in a single body to be known as the United Reformed Church. This will be brought 
into effect by an agreed uniting process and the passage of a private Parliamentary Bill. 

The resulting United Reformed Church will adopt a Basis of Union which is in all essentials the same 
as that of the present United Reformed Church (UK). The new body will create a Synod of Scotland, 
made up of those local churches which constitute the Congregational Union 

Reformed 



Part 3 
('(he Uniting Process 

Definition 

1. These Proposals 

(a) define the procedures by means of which, and the terms and conditions upon which, the United 
Reformed Church (UK) and the Congregational Union of Scotland comprising the Evangelical 
Union and Congregational Union as existing at 1896 would be united so that the Congregational 
Union of Scotland might end its separate life with its functions carried forward within the one 
church to be known as the United Reformed Church; and 

(b) declare the amendments (see Appendix C) which would be made to the present Basis of Union 
of the United Reformed Church (UK) and Structure of the United Reformed Church (UK) ("the 
Basis and Structure") if such union were to take place. 

Procedures and Conditions for Union 

2. Provided that the procedures and conditions defined and declared in paragraph 3 of these 
Proposals are duly performed and observed, the passing of the Unifying Declaration as therein defined 
shall operate on the date that such Unifying Declaration is passed ("the date of union") 

(a) to bring into immediate effect the amendments to the Basis and Structure (Appendix C) 

and 

(b) to effect the immediate dissolutions, reformation and other consequences defined and declared 
in paragraph 4 of these Proposals 

all of which taking place on the date of union are in these Proposals referred to as "the union". 

3. The union shall take effect provided that 

(a) the Annual Assembly of the Congregational Union of Scotland ("the Annual Assembly") at its 
meeting in September 1998, by resolution passed by the votes of its62.57 Tm n 

a s e d  d e c l a r e d  

o n 1 8 T j  0 . 0 1 7  T c  1 . 3 3 8 a p m  ( t e T c  1 1 . 2 4 7 5 1 0 a c e  ) 3 . . 0 0 1 2  T c  1 1  0  0  1 1  1 8 5 . 7 1  3 5 4  T m  ( P r o p o s a l s  ) T j  E M C   E T 1 4 6  T c  4 . 6 5 3  0  T d 2 8 4 1 1  3 9 4 9 . a l l  
of t h  ( o f 2 1 2 1  3 2 0 7 7 2 c  1 . 5 7 2 R c  1 . 8 e 0  1 1  3 6 6 . 3 5  2 7 5 . 5 2  T m  ( ( " t h e  ) T j  E M C  2 4 7 5  3 7  T c  4 . 6 5 3  0  T d 2 7 0 1 8 1 T 1 9 8 . r m a 5 . 5 2 C h u r 4 1  0  T d T j  0 . 0 3 8 3  T c  1 . S u s p e c t  < 6 5  T m  n f  0  > 1 2   - 0 1 9 8 . r m a 5 . 5 2  T U K m  ( a t  ) T 6 . 3 5  2 7 5 . 5 2  T m  ( ( " t h e  ) T j  E M C  2 4 7 5  5 5 e c t  < < / C o n f  0  > 3 7 0  0  1 9 8 . r m a 5 . 5 2  T m  ( A n n u a l  ) T j  E T  B T   ( o f 0 l a c e  ) 0 8  T c  1 1  0  0 . 0 0 5  1 9 8 . r m a 5 . 5 2 G e n e r 0  0  1 1  T 6 . 3 5  2 7 5 . 5 2  T m  ( ( " t h e  ) T j  E M C  2 4 7 5 2 6 4 e c t  < < / C o n f  0  > 9 7 6 8  T 1 9 8 . r m a 5 . 5 2  2 7 5 . 5 2  T m  ( a t  ) T j  0 . 0 0 5 7  T c  1 . 0 0 5  0  T d  ( i t s  ) T j 5 1 9 9 5  1 9 8 . r m a 5 . 5 2 a 4 9 c  1 1  0  0  6 2 0  1 1  < < 1  1 . 5 8 6  0 5  T c  1 1 . 2 4 7 5 1 ) T j  0 . 0 4 a 1 0 .  1 . 3 3 8 m   d 2 4 7 5  6  0  1 1  1 6  1 . 4 3 2 6 2 . 5 8 j  0 . 0 . 2 4 7 5  0  0  1 1 1   E T  B 7



and 

(c) 



Effects of the Passing of the Unifying Declaration 

4. The sanction of Parliament so far as that is necessary for the implementation of these 
consequences will be sought. A draft of the proposed Parliamentary Bill ("the Bill") is to be found in 
Appendix A. 

(a) The Unifying Declaration will effect the dissolution of the Mid-Scotland District Council of the 
United Reformed Church (UK) and of the bodies listed in Section 5.(2) of the Bill and the 
extinguishment of all offices held in connection with any of them. 

(b) Every member of a concurring church will on the date of union become a member of the United 
Reformed Church and the membership roll of a concurring church shall on that ate be deemed 
to be the membership roll of a local church of the United Reformed Church Refo4 Tc 1.039 0 054 07suurch U n i t e d  

d a t e  

t h e  an.0129 Tc 1019 029622.57fi2(of.35 622.57 Tm (United )Tj EMC  ET BT 0 Td (the )Tj 0.01240.9T /609.6ix )Tc0 10.").9 321.d 

U n i t e d  C h u r c h  



Part 4 
.A_rrangements following Union 

This section contains commitments and provisions for particular aspects of the life of the united church 
which will apply unless there is a further determination by the appropriate council of the church at a 
later date. 

A. Local Churches 

(i) Membership and Baptism 

The united church will accept all those who are members of either denomination at the time of 
union, whether or not they have been baptised. From the date of union the practice of the 
church will be that baptism is integral to entry into the full privileges and responsibilities of 
membership of the United Reformed Church. This is not stated as judgement of other Christian 
bodies which do not practise baptism, but to indicate the understanding that we have reached, 
within the fellowship of the universal church, of the mind of Christ. Our understanding of the 
practice of baptism is set out in paragraph 14 of the Basis. 

(ii) Office Bearers 

a. At this point of union, different traditions regarding office bearers come together. In the 
Congregational Union of Scotland there is a variety of local pastoral leadership, having 
different titles and following different constitutions, but fulfilling very similar functions to 
those prescribed for elders in the United Reformed Church (UK). The United Reformed 
Church (UK) has developed the office of elder (Basis, para 22) and this will be the pattern 
of corporate pastoral leadership in the united church. 

b. However from the time of union those office bearers in Scotland who fulfil the functions 
of the United Reformed Church eldership will be called elders, or by local church meeting 
decision may retain their existing titles. 

B. District Councils 

(i) In the Synod of Scotland district councils will be known as area councils. Apart from name they 
will be identical to district councils and constituted according to section 2. (3) of the Structure as 
the point of co-operation and shared responsibility for each group of churches. In Part 5.3 a 
possible listing 



C. The Synod of Scotland 

(i) The Synod will bring together all the local churches in Scotland. It will be 



(iv) Assembly Committees - where committees of the United Reformed Church have a representative 
from each Synod, the Synod of Scotland will place names before the Assembly Nominations 
Committee. The Nominations Committee will endeavour to use the 



I. Children's Work 

There is already 





5.2 Synod. of Scotland 

1. Staffing 

The] oint Negotiating Group proposes the following initial staffing arrangements in the Synod of Scotland: 

• a moderator supported from 

3 7 e e  
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Part 6 
Jinancial Arrangements 

1. Maintenance of the Ministry 

1.1 The United Reformed Church will operate a centralised system for the remuneration of 
ministers in accordance with the United Reformed Church (UK)'s Plan for Partnership in Ministerial 
Remuneration. 

1.2 The conditions of service for ministers of the united church will not be changed to their 
disadvantage by the union whilst they remain in their existing posts. When they move to a new post 
the terms of settlement will be negotiated afresh, as is the present practice. 

1.3 The basic stipend, determined annually following the General Assembly, will apply throughout 
the church as from the date of union. Any cash allowance in lieu of expenses paid by a local church 
should be paid through the Maintenance of the Ministry Office, at the expense of the local church. It 
will of 



3. Retired Ministers Housing 

Although no minister of the United Reformed Church (UK) has any contractual entitlement to housing 
at the time of retirement, the United Reformed Church (UK) regards it as a matter of its integrity that 
retired ministers and widows of ministers shall be adequately housed. To this end, a Retired Ministers 
Housing Society provides housing for ministers at a nominal rental (currently £65 per month). There 
are certain service requirements, and this benefit is subject to a means test. It is intended that, in the 
event of the union, ministers of the Congregational Union of Scotland will enjoy the same benefits after benefn Tc 3.72 0 Td 156n/Conf 0 >>f06372.2al that, yea 0.0241 Tc 2.474 0 T1 (ministctuainu )T0.0011 Tc 2.95 04Td (test. e )Tj 0.018 Tc 1.2475 0 0 10.9 489.51200 Td 672668n ministc620 T9n a t h e  570n 



Part 7 
~he Unifying :Assembly 

A. Arrangements 

1. The planning of the Unifying Assembly will be done by the Joint Working Party of the two 
denominations on which the Synod Preparation Working Party will be represented. 

2. Membership of the Unifying Assembly will be the members of the Assembly of the Congregational 
Union of Scotland and the members of the General Assembly of the United Reformed Church 
(UK). 

3. The presiding officer for the Unifying Assembly to the point of passing the Unifying Declaration 
will be the Chairman of the poi25d Td (poi25d(poi25d  178.21 548EMC  ET 00.24 Tm (Una)Tj 0.0297 Tc 1.835 10.9 81.11 600.24 Tm (Unted )Tj EMC  ET BT 0.306f 0c 10.9 0 0 10.9 1783 Tm (Declaration )Tj ET BT /Suspect 38 )Tj EMC  ET BT 0.3141 8c 10.9 0 0 10.9 126.04 600.24 Tm (Scotl2t <</Conf 0 >>BDC  0.58.9Tc 10.9 0 0 126.04 60Tc 1.ng )Tj .76bly )Tj from187 Tc 1.613.2125 T (of )Tj 0a92 Tc 1.51713 0 Td 0 >>BDC  0.0392 Tc pect 333.212539and tbly the 

Unit5<</Conf 0 >>BDC  0.145.108 351 T0 0 10.9 431.23 600.24 Tm (Reformed )Tj ET BT /Suspectn (UK). ofBT -0.035 <</5071 50 0 1410.9 47.4 561.13 Tm (3. )Tj 0.0464 Tc071 50 0 110.9 81.27 .063 0 Tdsing p a 3 d  ( o f  ) T j  0 . 0 0 7 7  o t l 2 t 2  0  T d  ( i n g  ) T j  i n d i v i d u 5  T c  1 . 6 2 2 . 8 3 5  0  4 . 5 4 t h e  will  0.0297 Tc 1c033.212592and 



Part 8 
Provisions for 
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Appendix A 

(The text in this part of the Proposals is a draft of the 



WHEREAS-



Short title 

1. This Act may be cited as the United Reformed Church 





contained in such deed or deeds, and 



Property held in 





(11) Any sum payable to non-concurring church in pursuance of the provisions of this section shall 
if not so paid within three months after the date of unification carry interest at the rate of ( ) 
per centum per annum from the day of the date three months after the date of unification until 
the date of payment. 

(12) The Synod Moderator may for the purpose of giving effect to the schedule of distribution at his 
discretion cause a sale to be made of any part of the property of the Union and for such purpose 
the trustees in whom any part of the property of the Union is vested shall act in accordance with 
instructions given by the Synod Moderator. 

(13) Following completion of the distribution in accordance with the schedule of distribution to the 
non-concurring churches any trustees (other than the company) in whom any part of the property 
of the Union may be vested shall if required by resolution of the Synod of Scotland transfer such 
property to the company and all the property of the Union then remaining shall be held by the 
company (or by the trustees in whom it may for the time being be vested) upon such trusts for 
such charitable purposes of, or in connection with, the Synod of Scotland and subject to such 
powers and provisions (including powers and provisions for management and administration 
thereof) as the Synod of Scotland may determine, and declare by Deed signed by the Synod 
Moderator or other officer of the Synod authorised for this purpose by resolution of the Synod 
of Scotland. 

Gifts which are to take effect as gifts to the United Reformed Church 

10.(1) Any provision contained in any settlement, trust deed, deed of covenant, agreement; trust 
disposition and settlement, will or codicil coming into operation on or after the date of 
unification and being a provision in favour of, or directed to be administered by any dissolved 
association shall, subject to the proviso next hereinafter contained, have effect as a provision in 
favour of or to be administered by the corresponding association of the United Reformed Church 
but 
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Pending 



requires, as references to the Synod of Scotland and references to member churches of the Union 
shall be read and construed as references to churches which -

(a) were member churches of the Union immediately b2FIr 







( 3) Any trustee who ceases to have the qualification 



f63.5 w7ex62454867o 3355 .5 w7ex427359 w7984 00r6bs(b981l )33 T9 86 

dea03T624548w7e8.9 0 .5 w7ex2253  2w24.415 5d4i463.5 w7exp12386 



(2) No individual person shall be eligible for appointment who is not on the membership roll of 
some local church (which need not be within the District of the same District Council as the 
local church). 

( 3) Any trustee who ceases to have the qualification last mentioned shall ipso facto cease to be a trustee. 

( 4) Any trustee who 







The profession of faith to be made prior to baptism by a believer or at an age of responsibility 
by one baptised in infancy is indicated in Schedule A.* This profession, and its acceptance by 
the church which shares in it, is a necessary part of the process of initiation and whenever 
possible it should be made at a celebration of the Lord's Supper. 

The United Reformed Church includes within its membership both persons whose conviction 
it is that baptism can only be appropriately administered to a believer and those whose 
conviction it is that infant baptism also is in harmony with the mind of Christ. Both convictions 
are honoured by the church and both forms of baptism are understood to be used by God in the 
upbuilding of faith. Should these differences of conviction within the one church result in 
personal conflict of conscience it will require to be pastorally reconciled in mutual 
understanding and charity, and in accordance with the Basis of Union, in the first instance by 
the elders' meeting of the local congregation, and if necessary by the wider councils of the 
church. Whether the baptism is of an infant or a believer, 
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18. The United Reformed 



6. We believe 
that, in the fullness of time, 
God will renew and gather in one 
all things in heaven and on earth through Christ, 
and be perfectly honoured and adored. 

7. We rejoice in God 
who has given us being, 
who shares our humanity 
to bring us to glory, 
our source of prayer and power of praise; 
to whom be glory, praise and adoration, 
now and evermore. 

MINISTRY IN THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

19. The Lord Jesus Christ continues his ministry in and through the Church, the whole people of 
God called and committed to his service and equipped by him for it. This service is given by 
worship, prayer, proclamation of the Gospel, and Christian witness; by mutual and outgoing 
care and responsibility; and by obedient discipleship in the whole of daily life, according to the 
gifts and opportunities 



23. All other ministries recognised by the uniting churches at the date of unification (as defined by 
the United Reformed Church Act 1981) shall continue to be exercised in the United Reformed 
Church without further commissioning, subject always to the decisions of the General 
Assembly. The United Reformed Church shall determine from time to time what other 
ministries may be required and which of them should be recognised as ministries in the whole 
church. It shall decide how those who are to exercise them shall be set apart. 

24. The worship of the local church is an expression of the worship of the whole people of God. In 
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Or: 

Or: 

VERSION II 

(b) in the form of a declaration such as the following: 

I confess my faith in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
taking the Father to be my Father, 
the Son to be my saviour and Lord, 
the Spirit to be my helper and guide. 

I promise, in dependence on God's grace, 
to be faithful in private and public worship, 
to live in the fellowship of the Church and to share in its work, 
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SCHEDULE B 
Affirmations to be made by elders at ordination and induction 

NOTE: The 



SCH EDU LE C (see clause 21 in the Basis of Union) 

Affirmations to be made by ministers at ordination and 





As a minister of the United Reformed Church 
I promise to seek its well-being, purity, and peace, 
to cherish love towards all other churches, 
and to endeavour always to build up the one holy, catholic 
and apostolic Church. 
I undertake to exercise my ministry in accordance with the 
statement concerning the nature, faith and order of the 
United Reformed Church. 
All these things I profess and promise in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

* The presiding minister (after appropriate consultation) may modify the wording of question 7 
or the answer to question 3 to fit the kind of ministry to which the candidate has been called. 

Appendix B 48 



SCHEDULE D 
A statement concerning the nature, faith and order of the United Reformed Church 

(One of the following authorised versions to be read aloud at ordination and induction services.) 

VERSION I 

1. The United Reformed Church confesses the faith of the Church catholic in one God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 

2. The United Reformed Church acknowledges that the life of faith to which it is called is a gift of the 
Holy Spirit continually received in Word and Sacrament and in the common life of God's people. 

3.  of 

gift 
of 





Our crucified and risen Lord, 
who leads us in our faith 
and brings it to perfection. 

Held together in the Body of 



SCHEDULE E 
1. The following constitute the categories of ministers comprising the Roll of Ministers of the United 

Reformed Church; 

(a) Ministers of the former Congregational Church of England and Wales and the Presbyterian 
Church of England who became ministers of the United Reformed Church at its formation in 
1972. 

(b) Ministers of the former Re-formed Association of the Churches of Christ who became 
ministers of the United Reformed Church in 1981. 

(c) Ministers who have been ordained as ministers of the United Reformed Church and inducted 
to a local pastorate (or some other post approved by District Council and Synod) after having 
received a call with the concurrence of the District Council or have been appointed to a post 
by councils of the Church or are associate members of a District Council. 

(d) Ministers of other churches who have been granted a Certificate of Eligibility by the General 
Assembly, or the committee designated by the General Assembly with the responsibility to 
grant Certificates of Eligibility, and who subsequently transferred to the United Reformed 
Church upon ordination and/or induction to a local pastorate following a call with the 
concurrence of the District Council. 

(e) Ministers of other churches who, with the approval of a District Council and Synod, have been 
permitted by the General Assembly, or the committee delegated by the General Assembly to 
act on its behalf, to transfer to the United Reformed Church without receiving a call to a local 
pastorate or without being appointed to a post approved by District Council or Synod. 

2. Ministers must conduct themselves and exercise all aspects of their ministries in a manner which 
is compatible with the unity and peace of the United Reformed Church and the affirmation made 
by ministers at ordination and induction (Schedule C) and the Statement concerning the nature, 
faith and order of the United Reformed Church (Schedule D) in accordance with which ministers 
undertake to exercise their ministry. 

3. Acting in due exercise of their functions as contained in the Structure of the United Reformed 
Church, the councils of the Church have authority in certain circumstances (without prejudice to a 
minister's conditions under the Plan for Partnership in Ministerial Remuneration) to suspend a 
minister which involves a temporary ban on the exercise of ministry by the minister concerned but 
not his/her removal from the Roll of Ministers. 

4. A minister under suspension, whether in pastoral charge or not, shall not present him/herself as a 
minister and shall not preside at Communion. The minister shall refrain from all activity which 
may lead others to believe that he/ she is acting as a minister of religion. Suspension also means that 
the minister may not exercise the ministerial rights of membership of any council of the Church. 
Suspension does not remove any of the rights accorded by the process of determining the 
disciplinary matter which had led to the suspension. 

5. A person whose name has been deleted from the Roll of Ministers of the United Reformed Church 
and who remains a member of the United Reformed Church has the privilege and responsibilities 
of that membership, but not those of a minister of Word and sacraments, and should refrain 
from all activity which may lead others to believe that he/she is acting as a minister of religion. 
However, should that person be re-instated to the Roll of Ministers, he/she would, on being 
called to a pastorate, need to be inducted to that pastorate, but not ordained, since ordination is 
not repeatable. shots, bec 10.9 0 0 101 Tm (not )Tj 0.0Tj 0.0106 Tccndix, 



"Che Structure of the 
United Reformed ehurch 

1.(1) Members of the United Reformed Church associated in a locality for worship witness and 
service shall together comprise a local church. Since the proper functioning of the local church 
is so fundamental to the life of the United Reformed Church, where there is a number of small 
congregations in proximity to one another unable separately to provide leadership and resources for 
the work of the church, such congregations shall consult with the district council to formulate an 
acceptable scheme for joining together with a single membership, a common church meeting and 
elders' meeting, representative of all the constituent congregations, and a shared ministry. 

1.(2) The United Reformed Church shall be divided into provinces lovrs'ight of she cnited Ueformed fhurch 
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Functions: 

Concerning the outgoing of the Church: 

(i) to further the Church's mission in the locality; 
(ii) to develop local ecumenical relationships; 
(iii) to further the Church's compassionate ministry in the locality and throughout the world; 
(iv) to consider and support the wider work of the Church at home and abroad; 
( v) to consider public questions in relation to the Christian faith; 
(vi) to bring concerns for consideration by the elders' meeting and wider councils of the church. 

Concerning the nurture of the fellowship: 

(vii) to call a minister with the concurrence of the district council(s) concerned (see paragraph 2.(3)(ii)); 
(viii) to elect elders and officers, determining their number and period of service, and representatives to 

wider councils; 
(ix) to admit and transfer members, to maintain standards of membership, and to suspend or remove 

names from the membership roll, always on advice from the elders' meeting; 
(x) 





The United Reformed Church membership of the area meeting in each Area of Ecumenical Cooperation 
(hereinafter referred to as the United Reformed Church Committee) shall consist of the provincial 
moderator, all ministers and deaconesses engaged directly in the service of the United Reformed Church 
within the Area, representatives of local churches 
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(xix) to make recommendations to the synod for 



(i) Two young people, being members of the United Reformed Church, nominated by the provincial 
youth 



(viii) to consider questions regarding inclusion on the Roll of Ministers of the United Reformed 
Church and make recommendations 



(g) All former moderators 



(x) 

(xi) 

(xii) 

(xiii) 
(xiv) 

(xv) 
(xvi) 

(xvii) 

(xviii) 

(xix) 

(xx) 

(xxi) 

(xxii) 

(xxiii) 

(xxiv) 

to interpret all forms and expressions of the polity practice and doctrinal formulations of the United 
Reformed Church including the Basis and the Structure and to determine when rights of personal 
conviction are asserted to the injury of the unity and peace of the United Reformed Church; 
to alter, add to, modify or supersede the Basis, Structure and any other form or expression of the 
polity and doctrinal formulations of the United Reformed Church and Part 1 of the Statement of the 
Ministerial Disciplinary Process referred to in Function (xxiii) below; 
to make, alter or rescind rules for the conduct of its own proceedings and of those of other councils 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

3.(1) No exercise by the General Assembly of the function of constitutional amendment contained 
in 2.(5)(xi) shall have effect unless the following procedure has been followed: 

(a) The proposal for the amendment shall be made in accordance with the Standing Orders of the 
General Assembly. 

(b) The General Assembly shall vote on a motion to approve the proposal which shall require a 
majority of two-thirds of the members present and voting to pass. 

(c) The General Assembly shall, if such motionto approve the proposal is passed, refer the proposal 
to provincial synods and may, if it deems appropriate, refer the proposal also to district councils 
and in exceptional cases also to local churches. 

(d) The General Assembly shall in making any such reference set a final date for responses to be 
made, which shall normally be at an appropriate time before the next annual Assembly. 

(e) If by such date notice has been received by the General Secretary from more than one third of 
provincial synods (or, if it has been so referred, more than one third of district councils or more 
than one third of local churches) that a motion 'that the proposal be not proceeded with' has 
been passed by a majority of members present and voting at a duly convened meeting of such 
body, then the Assembly in its concern for the unity of the church shall not proceed to ratify the 
proposal. 

(f) If by such date such notice has not been received, the General Assembly shall at its next meeting 
vote on a motion to agree the amendment which shall require a simple majority of the members 
present and voting to pass. 

(g) If such a motion is passed by such a majority the amendment shall have effect. 

3.(2) 
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A district council may refer any dispute or 
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74mendments proposed to the ljasis and Structure 

of the United Yleformed ehurch (UK) 

THE BASIS OF UNION 

Paragraph 18 
Footnote 

Paragraph 21 

Paragraph 21 
Footnote 

Paragraph 22 

Paragraph 22 
Footnote 

Paragraph 23 

Paragraph 24 

Schedule El 

~pendix C 

Delete present footnote and insert as follows: 
*e.g. Among Presbyterians: The Westminster Confession, 1647; 
A Statement of the Christian Faith, 1956. 
Among Congregationalists: 
in England and Wales: The Savoy Declaration, 1658; a Declaration of Faith, 1967; 
in Scotland: A Statement of Faith, 1949. 
Among Churches of Christ: Thomas Campbell's Declaration and 



THE STRUCTURE 

Paragraph 1.(2) 
Paragraph l.(2)(a) 

Paragraph l.(2)(b) 

Paragraph 1.(3)(c) 

Delete present paragraph and replace with: 
The United Reformed Church in England shall be divided into 
provinces, each having a synod. In Wales and in Scotland, in 
recognition of the different status of these nations there shall in each 
case be a single synod to be known as a national synod. In England 
and Wales each synod shall be divided into districts or areas of 
ecumenical co-operation; in Scotland the synod shall be divided into 
areas or areas of ecumenical co-operation. Each such division shall 
comprise the geographical area from time to time assigned to it by 
the General Assembly or by a synod under Synod Function (ii). 

Insert new paragraph as follows: 
Throughout this statement of the Structure of the United Reformed 
Church references to district councils shall be understood to include 
area councils in Scotland, such area councils being in every respect 
identical with district councils and wherever the words 'district 
council' or 'district' appear they shall be read as meaning 'area 
council' or 'area' in respect of Scotland. References to 'Provincial 
Moderators' shall be read as meaning 'Moderators of Synods' in 
respect of Scotland and Wales. 

Delete and insert: 
the synod of province or nation to be known as a provincial or 
national synod; and 

Paragraph 2.(3)(a) After "deaconesses," insert "registered pastors (in Scotland)". 

Paragraph 2.(3)(b) Delete present wording and replace with: 
"Such other ministers, deaconesses, registered pastors (in Scotland), registered 
local pastors and church related community workers as shall from time to time 
be appointed by the synod as hereinafter provided." 

Paragraph 2.(3)(c) Delete "provincial" in the first sentence; 
In the sentence in brackets, delete "project" and insert "partnership"; 
Delete "Province". 

Paragraph 2.(3)(d) Delete "provincial". 

Paragraph 2.(3)(g) Delete and insert: 
All other ministers who do not fall into any of the categories (a), (b) 
and (f) above in that or any other district but who are resident in the 
district who shall be associate members of the council having the 
right to speak but not to vote at meetings of the council, except 
moderators of synods, who are members of each district council in 
the province or nation served by that synod and responsible to the 
General Assembly. 

Paragraph following 

0ld (council -23.402 -1.187 00.02493council 9fdp9ncil )6r5(Assembly. )Tj 0.0t to nation Tm843l(to )Tj 021Tj  Tc 046 TTj .201 Td11 2201l(to )Tj 02 toTc 046 TTj Act005 Tc 11 0 0 11 3ric9fdp9ncil 2012j5 Tc 046 TTj Td (dis )Tj 0.0166cil 9fdp9ncil 27Tc Assembly. to 



Paragraph before 
Functions 



Paragraph 2.(4)(ii) After "province" add "or nation". 

Paragraph 2.( 4) (iii) After "province" add "or nation". 

Paragraph 2. ( 4) (xii) Add after "action", "and in Scotland and Wales to undertake 
responsibility for national ecumenical relationships on behalf of the 
whole United Reformed Church, subject to the final authority of the 
General Assembly." 

Paragraph 2.(4)(xiv) Delete "local pastors" and insert: 
"registered pastors (in Scotland), registered local pastors" 

Paragraph 2.(4)(xv) Delete "Provincial". 

Paragraph 2.(4)(B) Delete "Provincial". 

Paragraph 2.(4)(C) Delete "Provincial". 

Paragraph 2.(5)(b) Delete "provincial" in each of two cases; 
Delete "Provincial". 

Paragraph 2. (5) (f) Delete the sentence in brackets and insert: 
(The Assembly has added to its membership one serving United Reformed 
Church chaplain to the forces, nominated each year by the 
Organising Secretary of the United Board, in consultation with the 
three Principal Chaplains, nine representatives of the Synod of 
Scotland and three representatives from each other synod). 

Paragraph 2.(5)(g) After "the Congregational Church" add "in England and Wales". 

Paragraph 2.(5)(vii) After 'Wales' add 'or the Congregational Union of Scotland'. 

Paragraph 2.(5)(xiv) Delete "provinces" and replace with "synods" in each of two cases. 

Paragraph 2. (5) (xviii) Delete "Provincial". 

Paragraph 2.(5) (xxiii) Delete "Provincial"; 
Delete "provincial moderator" and insert "moderator of synod". 

Constitutional Amendments 

Paragraph 3.(l)(c) 

synod). 



The following amendment to the Basis was approved by the United Reformed Church (UK) General 
Assembly in 1997 and is expected to come before the General Assembly in 1998 for ratification. Details 
are included here for information; this change is not part of these proposals and will be voted on 
separately by the United Reformed Church (UK) General Assembly. 

Add the following words as a footnote to paragraph 24 of the Basis of Union: 

The provisions of paragraph 24 are intended to establish the principle that worship should be 
led by representative persons recognised by the wider church as well as by the local church. The 
provisions do not prevent the congregation assembled for a baptismal or communion service 
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Appendix D 
Women's Union 

Scottish Congregational Church 

The Women's Union was inaugurated on 27th April 1893 by a small group of minister's wives who felt 
there should be a Union of Christian Women to which each church would be affiliated and which would 
be a means of communication between the churches. The vision of the women that day founded "The 
Women's Christian Union in the Spirit of Fellowship, Prayer 

theService".j EMC  ET BT /T1_2 13Tf -0.00733c 11.129260 Td 1 35668 Tc.372 Tm (thelowship, )j 0.0BT /Suspect <</Conf 0 >>BDC  0.002 TcTc 11 0 .3Td 1 35668431.372 Tm (theyer )Tj 0.0  /Suspect <</Conf 0 >>BDC  20.02 Tc3c 2.72780 Td (whi )Tj 0.0B ET BT /T100733c 11.1299 T Td 1 35668413 92 Tm (theServicej /T1_1 1 Tf 0.0499341 11 0 0 11 48.68 0 T629 Tc 3theh)Tj 0.0231 Tc 1.94670 Td (felremain)Tj ET 035 Tc 10.707680 0 11 251188 



Projects 

Annual projects began 28 years ago when Longyester School was bought for the Youth of our Churches, 
and the WU were asked to contribute. Since then many causes have benefited: e.g., Holidays for Single 
Parent Families; Holidays for Deprived Children; Hospices; HIV I AIDS Carers Group; and many more. 
To date over £50,000 has been raised. 

Currently there are 63 branches affiliated to the WU The affiliation fee (£10.00 minimum) 



Appendix E 
IJouth Work in the uneUK and see 

The present URCUK Youth policy and practice encourages synods to develop their own strategies for 
youth work. 

FURY (Fellowship of United Reformed Youth) is a fellowship which is open to all young people between 
the ages of 11-25 who attend church, belong to a uniformed youth organisation, youth fellowship or 
engage in other youth activities. 

FURY Council is the young people's decision making body and organises FURY Assembly, which 
generates the agenda for their year's work, focusing 

and .57755 Td5uncilJoiET.0038Suspect <</Conf 0 >>BDC  0.0012 Tc 10.9 0 0 10.9 96.37 6258 0  55 Td5uncil 

or 



Appendix F 
rihe <Joint Negotiating (jroup 

The Group met residentially for two days on four occasions in 1997 and twice in 1998. In addition a 
day meeting was held in 1998. The members were joined at one meeting by the Honorary Treasurer 
and at another by the Moderator of the Synod of Wales of the United Reformed Church (UK). 

Members 

Revd] ohn W Dyce 
Revd] ohn Arthur 
Revd Dr] ohn W S Clark 
Dr] ames Merrilees 
Mrs Sheena Paul 
Revd] ohn A Young 

Observers 

Revd Maxwell Craig 

Revd Sheilagh Kesting 

Appendix F 

Co-Convener 
Co-Secretary 

Revd Dr Stephen Orchard 
Revd Anthony G Burnham 
Revd G Mary Barr 
Revd] ames A Breslin 
Miss Felicity Harris 

General Secretary of, and representing, Action of Churches 
Together in Scotland 

Secretary for Ecumenical Relations in the Church of Scotland, 
representing the Scottish Church Initiative for Union 
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