
a n d  with t h e m  t h e  C h u r c h  renews its c o m m i t m e n t  to 

H i m .  · 

B a p t i s m  is a d m i n i s t e r e d  with w a t e r  in t h e  n a m e  of t h e  F a t h e r  a n d  of t h e  

Son a n d  o f  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  a t  a n  a g e  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  o r  in i n f a n c y ,  

W h e n  b a p t i s m  is a d m i n i s t e r e d  a t  a n  a g e  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  u p o n  

p r o f e s s i o n  o f  f a i t h ,  t h e  b a p t i s e d  p e r s o n  a t  o n c e  e n t e r s  u p o n  t h e  full 

privileges a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of m e m b e r s h i p .  W h e n  b a p t i s m  is 

a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  a n  i n f a n t ,  u p o n  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  f a i t h  by his p a r e n t ( s ) ,  he is 

p l a c e d  u n d e r  t h e  n u r t u r e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  t h a t  he may b e  led by t h e  Holy 

S p i r i t  in d u e  t i m e  to m a k e  his own p r o f e s s i o n  o f  f a i t h  in C h r i s t  as h i s  

S a v i o u r  a n d  L o r d ,  a n d  e n t e r  u p o n  t h e  full privileges a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

o f  m e m b e r s h i p .  A d m i s s i o n  to t h e  full privileges a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  

m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  s h a l l  be in a c c o r d a n c e  with p a r a g r a p h  

9(1)(ix) a n d  (2)(vi) o f  t h e  S t r u c t u r e  a n d  with S c h e d u l e  A. 

' * T h e  u n i t e d  C h u r c h  will have w i t h i n  i t s  m e m b e r s h i p  b o t h  p e r s o n s  who pra~tise infant baptism in 
the sincere belief that this is in harmony with the mind of the Lord, and those whose conviction it 
is that the sacrament can only be properly administered to a believer. They will all need to 
honour each other's conviction that in this sacrament the grace of God has been manifested. In 
any case where there is a difference of conviction as to whether the once-for-all sacrament has in 
fact been administered to any one person, such differences will require to be pastorally re­
conciled in mutual understanding and charh " 
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PART II: 
THE MINISTRY OF WORD AND SACRAMENTS IN A CHURCH 

UNITING THE URC AND CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
11. It must be our constant hope that ecumenical encounter, perhaps 
especially when two or more Churches are negotiating for actual and full 
union, may lead to more than just such adjustments as enable divergent 
traditions to become one. At its best the encounter should lead to new insights 
into fresh ways of exercising the ministry of Christ's Church to the world. The 
Joint Committee believes that in regard to the ministry of Word and 
Sacrament this may well have happened. 1 

12. The understanding of such ministry within the United Reformed 
Church is set forth in the Basis of Union in paragraphs 19-26 and Schedules 
B, C and D. 

13. The representatives of Churches of Christ have explained the under­
standing of such ministry within their tradition. Historically this tended to be 
conditioned by two factors. The first was opposition to the professionalism of 
clergy as experienced in Scotland at the time of the emergence of the 
movement that led to the Churches of Christ, and the second a determination 
to find apostolic authority for church patterns and practices. These 

terms this meant that each congregation 
was expected to have a plurality of ordained elders and deacons. Evangelists 
were mainly concerned with the establishment of new congregations and the 
building up of existing congregations. They moved frequently from place to 
place and were maintained by the churches, unlike elders and deacons, who 
remained in secular employment. 

14. The passage of time led to the evangelists being longer and longer in 
particular congregations, and their emergence as a body more similar to the 
ministry of Word and Sacraments as now conceived in the United Reformed 
Church. It must however, be stressed that their smaller number in relation to 
the number of churches precluded anything like the one minister/ one church 
basis common to both traditions which united to form the URC. There came 
to be two recognised forms of presbyterate, the evangelists and the elders. 

15. The eldership in Churches of Christ is different from that experienced 
by the Presbyterian churches, or the eldership as it is now in the UR<;. In this 
tradition it has been an office of rule and pastoral care, but has not mcluded 
presidency at the Lord's Table. Such presidency is a recognised and constant 
function of the eldership in Churches of Christ. It must be stressed that the 
universal practice of those Churches is to gather at the Lord's Table every 
Sunday. 
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16. One representative of Churches of Christ has expressed the present 
situation thus: 

"Normally either elders or full-time ministers preside at Communion, 
though others may do so if authorised by the local congregation. A full­
time minister rarely preaches and presides at the same Communion 
serviee; usually he will preach with an elder presiding. Churches of 
Christ hold to no necessary doctrinal relationship between ordination 
and presidency. Because those ordained are regarded as spiritually 
gifted leaders in· the congregation it is assumed that they normally 
preside, and in the absence of a full-time minister they would normally 
preach. They are ordained not so that they might preside, but because 
both God and the Church called them to be responsible for the Church's 
life. Churches of Christ do not understand the full-time minister as 
having any exclusive function as against the functions of an elder in the 
local congregation. By virtue of his theological training and preparation, 
and his freedom to devote himself whole time to the work of the Church, 
the full-time minister is more privileged than his fellow elders. By virtue 
of his dedication to full-time ministry and the discipline of his ministry 
he is normally honoured for his calling and in the light of his training 
given a position of leadership." 

17. The Churches of Christ representatives have stressed to the others 
serving on the Joint Committee that local customs may vary, and they would 
not be held to have described what is the rigid practice of all local churches. 
In the same way, although the Basis of Union (paragraph 7(25)) makes 
provision for the recognition by the District Councils of those who should 
preside at the Lord's Supper in the absence of an ordained minister, the URC 
representatives acknowledged that there is as yet considerable variation in 
the degree and character of 'pastoral nec
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of the whole Church. The URC has not only declared its determination to 
seek that wider union; it has been privileged to be the instrument whereby 
there has been gathered together the most widely representative group for the 
discussion of the prospects of reunion ever to be assembled in England. 
Nothing we now propose must frustrate that wider movement nor be 
advanced without awareness of thought within other Churches like that 
represented in the recent Anglican/Roman Catholic Statement on the 
Ministry. We believe we are being led to offer a creative suggestion which is 
worthy of consideration by all the Churches and which is a development of 
much present thinking within them. It has some original elements in it, they 
are the result of thought stimulated across the poles of two different 
traditional positions, and a further proof that unity and renewal go together. 
24. What we briefly propose is that, while recognising that some extended 
period may be necessary for the implementation of such a proposal, we 
should resolutely move towards two basic forms of the ministry of the Word 
and Sacraments. We have used·new names to describe them, but these are 
tentative and given for present distinction. Better names may well emerge as 
the proposals are further considered. 
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Assembly to take its ciecision on the Scheme of Union in 1976, a decision 
which would require ratification in 1977. The Churches of Christ congre­
gations would have to take 



has called him to its service. 
d) the local presbyter, while appointed and inducted to serve in. a 
particular local church or group ?f ch~rches, would be free to give 
ministerial service elsewhere when his services were sought. 
e) when such a local presbyter moved to a new area; he would be 
available for appointment there. . 
f) the local presbyter would 



When that resolution was passed at the Edinburgh Conference, the series of 
consultations with local congregations of Churches of Christ was not yet 
complete: eventually 74 congregations out of 95 supported the opening of 
conversations, and those 74 represented 88% of the membership. 

Behind these decisions lies a period of contact going back six years. In 
1966 there was a meeting between representatives of Churches of Christ and 
representatives of the Congregational-Presbyterian Joint Committee. 
Churches of Christ were seeking to follow up the impetus to church union 
given by the Nottingham Faith and Order Conference of 1964, and the 
Congregational-Presbyterian Joint Committee was interested in an 'open­
ended' union. As a result of the meeting the Joint Committee welcomed three 
Churches of Christ observers to its discussions from 1967 and these observers 
were able to share fully in the making of the United Reformed Church. It had 
been suggested that Churches of Christ might like to become full negotiators, 
but this course of action was rejected for two reasons: firstly, the Churches of 
Christ representatives did not feel that they had sufficient authority from 
their Churches at that stage to go so far; and secondly, they did not wish to 
delay the Congregational-Presbyterian union by introducing new issues. 
What the observers tried to do was to ensure that the Scheme of Union, as it 
took shape, contained nothing which was completely unacceptable to 
Churches of Christ. They always made it clear, however, that they would wish 
to clarify and expand the Scheme of Union at certain points if they came to 
negotiate for union themselves. When the present Joint Committee was set 
up, therefore, it was on these topics that discussions concentrated. They form 
the substance of this report. It is important to realise, however, that the 
present conversations do in a very real sense follow and build upon the 
discussions of the former CongregationiTc
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PART III: 
PROVINCES AND DISTRICTS OF THE URC, 

SHOWING DISTRIBUTION OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST 

Province and District 

Northern Province 

Northumberland District 

Newcastle District 
Durham District 
Teesside and North Riding District 
Cumberland District 

. North Western Province 
Lancaster District 

Fylde District 
Blackburn District 

N. W. Manchester District 
N .E. Manchester District 
S.E. Manchester District 
S. W. Manchester District 

Mersey Province 
Cheshire District Cheshire 



MEMBERS OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE 

Churches of Christ 

The Revd Dr W. G. Baker 
The Revd T. C. Cheesbrough 
The Revd .T. E. Francis 
Mr Wilfred Georgeson 
Mr James Gray 
The Revd Philip Morgan 
Dr D. M. Thompson (Secretary) 

United Reformed Church 

The Revd M. H. Gray 



11. Southern Province 

Wimbledon District 
Croydon District 
Bromley District 
Medway District 
Canterbury District 
Sussex East District 
Sussex West District 

12. Welsh Province 

North Wales District 

East Wales District 
South Wales District 

West Wales District 

none 
none 
Avery Hill 
Tunbridge Wells 
none 
none 
Brighton 

Cam-yr-Alyn 
Rhosllanerchrugog 
Wrexham 
none 
Aberfan 
Merthyr Tydfil 
Treharris 
none 

Churches of Christ outside England and Wales 

Edinburgh 
Musselburgh 
Coaltown (Fife) 
Cowdenbeath 
Dundee 
Dunfermline 
Kirkcaldy 

20 

East Kilbride 
Falkirk 
Glasgow (3 churches) 
Buckie 
Portknockie 

Belfast 

JOINT COMMITTEE 

FOR NEGOTIATIONS 

BETWEEN 

CHURCHES OF CHRIST 

ANDTHE 

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
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August 1974). Until the Assembly and Conference have taken action on it, it 
has only the authority of those by whom it has been prepared. 
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