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How to use Facebook  
for your church

What is Facebook? 
Facebook is a social networking website where users can share 
information, post comments, share photographs and links to news 
or other interesting content on the web, relevant to your church or 
community, and you can also chat live and watch videos. You can also 
use it to share acts of worship or host events. 

Shared content can be made publicly accessible, or it can be shared 
only among a select group of friends or family, or with a single person.

Check it’s the right channel for you
Not every social media channel will be the right channel for you. 
Think about your audience. This not only includes church members 
or friends of the church, but the wider community including local 
councillors, MPs, local authorities, other religious groups, users of 
church halls and so on.

If they are not on Facebook, it is probably worth 
īġħ ĜġěĠěĠę ĦĚěĥ ĢĞēĦĘġĤğ!0ąēĝė ĥħĤė īġħ ĚēĨė ĦĚė 
time to manage your account. If you don’t have 
the resources to post regular updates or respond 
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Facebook groups vs Facebook pages 
We recommend you set up a group and invite people to join it which is 
ĩĚī ĦĚěĥ ęħěĖė Ęġĕħĥėĥ ġĠ ĥėĦĦěĠę ħĢ ęĤġħĢĥ ĤēĦĚėĤ ĦĚēĠ Ģēęėĥ!0
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To get around this you could set up a group called St John’s United 
Reformed Church Barnet and this would make it easier to identify  
īġħĤ ęĤġħĢ ĩěĦĚ īġħĤ ĕĚħĤĕĚ!0

To create your group, log in to Facebook using your own account.  
If you’re accessing Facebook using a web browser you’ll need to  
ĥĕĤġĞĞ ĖġĩĠ Ħġ ĦĚė ęĤġħĢĥ ğėĠħ ġĠ ĦĚė ĞėŰÌĚēĠĖ ĥěĖė ġĘ īġħĤ Ģēęė!0

Follow the groups link and you’ll arrive at this page:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ and at the bottom of the  
ĞėŰÌĚēĠĖ ĥěĖė ğėĠħ īġħŐĞĞ ĥėė ē ĔħĦĦġĠ ěĠĨěĦěĠę īġħ Ħġ ĕĤėēĦė ē ęĤġħĢ! 
ċėĞėĕĦ ĦĚěĥ ġĢĦěġĠ ēĠĖ ŬĞĞ ěĠ ĦĚė ĤėģħěĤėĖ ŬėĞĖĥ"

a) 	 name the group
b) 	 invite your friends to join the group
c) 	 select the privacy option for the group – visit Facebook to find 

out more about this options
d) 	 hide group – select how visible you want the group to be. You 

ĕēĠ ġĢĦ Ħġ ğēĝė ěĦ ĢġĥĥěĔĞė ĘġĤ ēĠīġĠė Ħġ ŬĠĖ ĦĚė ęĤġħĢ ġĤ ġĠĞī 
ğėğĔėĤĥ Ħġ ŬĠĖ ěĦ! āĘ īġħ ĩēĠĦ Ħġ ğēĝė ěĦ ĢġĥĥěĔĞė ĘġĤ ğėğĔėĤĥ ġĘ 
ĦĚė ĩěĖėĤ þēĕėĔġġĝ ĕġğğħĠěĦī Ħġ ŬĠĖ ĦĚė ęĤġħĢ ĥėĞėĕĦ ŏĎěĥěĔĞėŐ0

ėÐ 	 ĕĤėēĦė ĦĚė ęĤġħĢ0

If you’re creating a group via the Facebook app you navigate to groups 
Ĩěē ĦĚė ğėĠħ ĔħĦĦġĠ ġĠ ĦĚė ĦġĢ ĤěęĚĦÌĚēĠĖ ĥěĖė ġĘ ĦĚė ēĢĢ ēĠĖ ĘġĞĞġĩ 
ĦĚė ĥĦėĢĥ ġħĦĞěĠėĖ ēĔġĨė!0

Adding a cover image to your group
Once you’ve created your group you should add a header/cover image.  
 
Visit Facebook for information on adding a cover image to a 
Facebook group 
 
When choosing your group’s header pic opt for an image that 
ěĖėĠĦěŬėĥ īġħĤ ĕĚħĤĕĚ! āĘ īġħĤ ĕĚħĤĕĚ Ěēĥ ē ĔĤēĠĖ ğēĝė ĥħĤė īġħĤ 
þēĕėĔġġĝ ęĤġħĢ ĤėůėĕĦĥ ěĦ ēĥ ĦĚěĥ ĩěĞĞ ĚėĞĢ ħĥėĤĥ ěĖėĠĦěĘī īġħ!0
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If you have something important to announce or an important event 
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Help people find your Facebook group
Once your account is created you can help promote it outside  



This is one in a series of booklets designed to give information to 
those working and volunteering within the United Reformed Church.

The booklets can be read and downloaded at  
www.urc.org.uk/information-guides
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